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Pet Visitation Project Brings 
Animals and Veterans Together
B Y  K IM B E R L Y  M E E N E N
Pets bring friendship and joy to our lives! Pet owners know this!And now, disabled United States vet­
erans at the Hines 
Veterans Affairs 
Hospital in Hines,
Illinois will know 
the benefits of the 
hum an- an im al 
bond thanks to a 
new program called 
PETS FOR VETS.
PETS FOR VETS 
is a partnership 
project between the 
Hines VA Hospital;
Loyola University 
Stritch School of 
Medicine; and the 
University of Illi­
nois College of 
Veterinary Medi­
cine. The three institutions officially announced 
the program at a reception on December 19, 1993 
at the Hines VA Volunteer and Recreation Center. 
The event featured an overview of the program, 
therapy dog demonstrations, and a cake and punch 
reception.
Dr. Lee Cera, assistant dean of comparative stud­
ies at Loyola and a 1975 Illinois DVM graduate, has 
been instrumental in shaping the pet visitation 
project. “In addition to providing companionship, the 
effect animals have on the emotional and physical 
well-being of the Hines patients and residents will 
be closely studied,” she says.
She notes that pioneer pet visitation programs 
such as the DELTA SOCIETY’S Pet Partners Pro­
gram also train volunteer pet owners to share their 
animals and their time with people in need of com­
panionship. Visits from two- and four-legged friends 
have inspired patients and residents in nursing 
homes,hospitals, schools, prisons, and treatment 
centers all around the country to take more of an in­
terest in themselves and become more independent.
“  People w ill interact more 
easily with a patien t or resident 
i f  there is a p e t  involved.
-D r .  Jo Ann Eurell
PETS FOR VETS 
volunteers,
Matt Carrino 
(left) and 
Jill Bender 
(center), along 
with their 
pet therapy 
dogs take a 
break following 
the program’s 
kick-off reception 
at the Hines 
VA Volunteer 
and Recreation 
Center.
“Pets can serve as social facilitators,” says Dr. Jo 
Ann Eurell, a veterinarian at the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine who is studying the 
benefits of the human-animal bond and working 
with the PETS FOR VETS program. “People will in­
teract more easily with a patient or resident if there 
is a pet involved.”
“A pet can also help a person maintain a better 
quality of life,” says Dr. Eurell. “Someone who has to 
feed their cat may be more likely to eat something 
themselves. Pets may also provide an incentive for 
the people to take better care of themselves.”
Dr. Sue Jewett, a 1970 Illinois DVM grad­
uate, is coordinating the program at Hines.
She believes that PETS FOR VETS will 
greatly enhance the existing aviaries (indoor 
bird houses) and aquarium on site at Hines.
“These entertaining additions provide high 
levels of satisfaction and hours of amusement 
and relaxation for its patients and residents,” 
says Dr. Jewett.
(Continued on page 2)
Research Develops 
Genetically Engineered Vaccine 
for Control of Swine Diseases
B Y  T A N IA  B A N A K
By inserting genes from an econom­ically important swine 
disease virus (pseudorab­
ies) into the genome of 
the more benign swine 
pox virus, researchers 
at the University of 
Illinois College of Vet­
erinary Medicine at 
Urbana have developed 
a vaccine that protects 
pigs without the risk of 
latent pseudorabies vi­
rus reactivation.
This is the first “re­
combinant” vaccine for 
swine developed at the 
University of Illinois. 
Dr. Deoki Tripathy, 
professor of veterinary 
pathobiology at the col­
lege and the principal 
investigator on the 
project, developed it in 
collaboration with Drs. 
William Schnitzlein and 
Federico Zuckermann,
also in the veterinary 
pathobiology depart­
ment. Dr. Tripathy and 
associates also devel­
oped a recombinant 
vaccine for poultry in 
1989, using fowlpox 
virus.
Their newly dev­
eloped recombinant 
vaccine is effective 
against the swine 
pseudorabies virus. 
This virus, which be­
longs to the herpes vi­
rus family, causes 
major economic losses 
in the swine industry. 
Like other herpes vi­
ruses, it can go latent; 
that is, it can hide in 
its host’s system and 
then reappear if the 
host animal is stress­
ed or debilitated later.
Though there are 
live pseudorabies vac­
cines available, there is 
(Continued on page 6)
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College Progress— At 
a Price
B Y  D R . T E D  V A L L I
.0;lur major product is people, and ■■W with spring upon us, we will 
soon qualify a new group of young 
men and women to enter the graduate 
phase of their veterinary careers. 
They are a fine group and we wish 
them well. I feel a particular affinity 
to this Class because, in a very real 
way, we started our work in the Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine at about 
the same time.
All classes starting this fall will 
pay higher tuition. The increase will 
be about evenly split between the a- 
mount that goes to the campus and 
that which is returned to the College 
to support the teaching program. We 
wish this were not so, but any level of 
tuition is too high if the students are 
not receiving a quality program. Quite 
a lot of the increase returned to the 
College will be used to provide stable 
funding for our Office of Academic 
and Student Affairs, including the 
provision of supplemental tutoring 
for the first two years of the program.
While the funds derived from tu­
ition are plowed back into the teach­
ing program, our real dilemma is that 
95 percent of our state budget is in 
personnel, and the continued reallo­
cation of funds to campus undergrad­
uate programs means that we have to 
lose staff to accommodate the cuts. 
So far these cuts have been handled 
across the College in a relatively uni­
form basis, but we are now at the point 
where some programs in the first two 
years and some services in the teach­
ing hospital may have to be cut.
Our Zoo Animal Pathology Pro­
gram in Chicago, which commenced 
services last August, is now firmly on 
line. Professional staff are housed in 
the Loyola University College of Med­
icine under the auspices of their 
Associate Dean for Research. Some of
the laboratory services 
are contracted through 
the Hines Veterans Af­
fairs Hospital. The cu­
rators and medical staff 
of the Brookfield and 
Lincoln Park Zoos and 
the Shedd Aquarium 
have indicated a firm 
appreciation for the di­
agnostic services we 
are able to provide 
through cost recovery contracts with 
these three agencies. Drs. Murnane, 
Raverty, and Walsh of the zoo program 
recently received a very compliment­
ary letter from the Shedd Aquarium 
thanking them for their efforts in gen­
eral, and in particular, mentioning 
their assistance with management of 
penguin hatchlings derived from eggs 
transported from Antarctica.
In the months ahead, we will be seek­
ing support from a variety of groups to 
permit this program to expand and pro­
vide access for in-course veterinary 
students and graduates to the unique 
and marvelous animals that are resi­
dent in these three institutions.
The College has received notice from 
the Campus Animal Care Committee to 
abandon yet another substandard an­
imal housing unit. Part of the plan of 
the Food for Century III Program was 
to provide an isolation building suit­
able for conducting studies on highly 
infectious agents that threaten our do­
mestic animals and livestock popu­
lations. Unfortunately, the commit­
ment for that building disappeared as 
other priorities presented themselves.
We are currently considering the 
use of prefabricated buildings as an in­
terim measure. In the coming months, 
we will request a properly designed iso­
lation building complete with “clean” 
and “dirty” hallways and a properly
designed air filtering 
system. We will need 
and seek political sup­
port from Illinois com­
modity groups concern­
ed with the animal 
industry for the approv­
al and funding of such 
a facility.
Our development in 
electronic communi­
cations, computer-as­
sisted instruction, and software de­
velopment for management continues 
to make excellent progress. If we were 
ever in doubt about the value of our 
local area networks, comments from 
faculty during a week-long episode of 
hardware failure served to indicate 
the extent to which this medium is 
now being utilized.
The University of Illinois has re­
ceived national attention because of 
the development of a software program 
called Mosaic that permits easy access 
to the digital databases in the world 
of Internet. We hope to follow the lead 
of our colleagues in the National Cen­
ter for Supercomputing Applications 
and be prepared to provide electronic 
consulting for producers and veterinari­
ans. One cost of being able to contrib­
ute to the informatics superhighway 
will be conversion of our major instru­
mentation, particularly in imaging, to 
digital output so that we can transmit 
pictures with the accuracy and ease of 
data. While our finances are con­
strained, we feel that our vision for the 
future is 20/20.
Our job in an era of retrenchment 
will be to ensure that our bets are 
placed on those programs which will 
keep us in a leadership role in the 
decades ahead.**
Pets fo r V ets, Continued from page 1
She explains that in the near 
future, Hines hopes to initiate an 
animal-assisted therapy program 
(AATP). AATP’s major objective is to 
share visiting animals with hospital 
patients and residents in a way that 
promotes healing and improves the 
quality of life for the patients. Future 
phases of this program may include 
therapy and service dogs and cats 
who will reside at Hines.
Based on the program’s success, 
a training facility for service animals 
will be established on the Hines cam­
pus and will be staffed by interested 
veterans from Hines and other VA 
facilities.
Both dogs and cats can be registered 
to participate in the PETS FOR VETS 
program. Dogs must pass the Canine 
Good Citizen Test. This test is a certi­
fication program, endorsed by the 
American Kennel Club, that challenges 
dogs in simulated everyday situations 
to display their behaviorial skills. Dogs 
that pass the test are considered to be 
dependable community members. Cats 
will also be evaluated for good temper­
ament; they must be able to handle the 
anxiety and excitement of new people 
and added attention. Both species need 
to have up-to-date vaccines and be in 
overall good health.
PETS FOR VETS is also in need of 
financial support. A recent fund raising 
effort by members of the Disabled 
American Veterans West Towns Chap­
ter in Stickney, 111. raised nearly $1,000 
for the program. However, additional 
funds are crucial to the success of this 
pet therapy program.
If you wish to make a donation, send 
your check (made payable to the UIF/ 
PETS FOR VETS Fund) and mail it to: 
PETS FOR VETS Fund, U of I College 
of Vet Med, Development Office, 2001 
S. Lincoln Ave., Urbana, IL 61801 or 
call (217) 333-2762. ■■
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VETERINARY MEDICINE  
o p e n  h o u s e ,Urbana, III.
40TH REUNION OF THE 
CLASS OF 1954,
Urbana, III.
AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 
PROGRAM AND BANQUET,
Urbana, III.
COMMENCEMENT,
Urbana, III. 1:30 p.m., with 
reception following.
MEMORIAL DAY
observed, campus closed.
13TH VETERINARY MEDICAL 
EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM,
"Designing a Template for 
Graduate Education in the 
21st Century," Urbana, III. 
Sponsored by the American 
Veterinary Medical Associ­
ation and the Association of 
American Veterinary Medical 
Colleges. Contact: Dr. LeRoy 
Biehl, 217/333-2907.
JUNE 11, DR. DORNER’S
1 9 9 4  RETIREMENT EVENT,
Krannert Center,
Urbana, III. Contact: Dr. Wally 
Hoffmann, 217/333-5370.
JUNE 12, ILLINOIS ACADEMY OF
1 9 9 4  VETERINARY MEDICINE,
ANNUAL SEMINAR.
Arlington Park Hilton. 
Arlington Park, III. Dr. Marvin 
Olmstead will lecture on 
"Practical Orthopedics."
There will be a mid-day 
"respite" of a couple of hours 
for enjoyment at the races. 
Bring difficult cases/ 
radiographs to be discussed 
during the last hour.
Contact: Dr. David A. Saidel, 
1031 W. Dundee Rd.,
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089. 
708/394-1138;
FAX 708/394-1175.
JULY 4, INDEPENDENCE DAY
1 9 9 4  observed,
campus closed.
JULY 12, AVMA ALUMNI RECEPTION,
1 9 9 4  San Francisco Marriott,
6:30 pm. Contact: Terry 
Rathgeber, 217/333-2762.
JULY 15, DR. TODD'S RETIREMENT
1 9 9 4  RECEPTION
Jumer's, Urbana, III.
Contact: Carla Manuel 
217/333-2449.
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College
Happenings
Ultrasound Unit to Serve Large Animal Patients
USING SENSITIVE EQUIPMENT around large animals is always risky. A quick, 
nervous kick can cause irreparable damage.
As a result, college personnel were extremely pleased when an opportunity 
presented itself to purchase a good-quality, slightly-used mobile ultrasound unit. 
According to Dr. Jennifer Lowry, radiologist at the college who handles most of 
the ultrasound cases, the Aloka 633 ultrasound unit can be wheeled from ward 
to ward. It replaces an old portable unit that was in poor repair, and it provides 
much improved image resolution.
“We use it mostly to do tendons, although we do a variety of 
other large animal procedures as well,” she says. “Because the 
unit has Doppler, it allows us to do cardiology too.”
The unit was purchased in January 1994. It has already 
received considerable use, including a weekend demonstration 
by Dr. Lowry and radiology technician Val Gates to an area 
4-H group. They showed the youths how the ultrasound unit is 
used to diagnose tendon problems in horses.
O tters Examined at 
Dixon Springs
FIFTY RIVER OTTERS GOT THE FINAL health stamp of approval from veterinary 
college personnel prior to their release at select Illinois locations.
On January 29, 1994, at the Dixon Springs Agricultural Center in Simpson, 
111., University of Illinois veterinarians performed health examinations on a 
group of river otters which Illinois received from the state of Kentucky for 
release into the wild. Illinois is trying to repopulate this endangered species.
The release is part of a three-year reintroduction program in which at least 
150 otters will be released in Illinois. The otters are being provided to Illinois in 
a trade agreement with Kentucky wildlife officials. In exchange for the 50 otters, 
the Illinois Department of Conservation is providing 75 wild turkeys to Kentucky.
Dr.Gene Zinn, extension veterinarian at Dixon Springs; Dr. Laura 
Hungerford, epidemiologist at the veterinary college; and five veterinary stu­
dents from the college worked with Department of Conservation biologists on 
the project. Each otter was anesthetized, given a physical exam, and any injuries 
treated. Otters were measured and then received identification tags, vaccinations 
for feline panleukopenia x rhinotracheitis and calicivirus and canine distemper, 
adenovirus type 2, hepatitis, parainfluenza and leptospira, and a long-lasting 
antibiotic. Animals were sexed and their pregnancy status was determined.
The team from the college assisted in the release of the otters into a 
preselected river site in eastern Illinois. “With this effort, the Department of 
Conservation is attempting to return the river otter to viable population levels 
and ultimately remove it from the state’s endangered species list,” said Brent 
Manning, conservation director with the Illinois Department of
Conservation. Sue Lauzon, executive director of the Endangered 
Species Protection Board, said 
because otters are extremely 
sensitive to pollution and 
will not inhabit areas with
2 iP Wm4i I
poor water quality, habi­
tat is key in Illinois’
? reintroduction 
effort.
Dr. Joseph Dorner, Long-Time Clinical 
Pathology Instructor, Retires
DEDICATED. LOYAL. COMPAS­
SIO N A T E. That’s how Dr.
Joseph L. Dorner would 
like to be remembered once 
he retires from the College 
of Veterinary Medicine at 
the University of Illinois.
After 25 years of service,
Dr. Dorner, professor of vet­
erinary pathobiology and 
clinical medicine and inter­
im associate dean of academ­
ic and student affairs, will take on 
emeriti status May 29, 1994.
Dr. Dorner graduated with a DVM 
from the University of Illinois in 1964. 
He earned his MS in 1965 and PhD in
1968, both from the University of Illi­
nois. He worked as a clinician in the 
University of Illinois Veterinary Med­
icine Teaching Hospital for one year, 
then went into clinical pathology in
1969. At that time, he was named head 
of the clinical pathology laboratory, a 
position which he held until recently. 
In December 1993, he stepped into the 
interim position of associate dean for 
academic and student affairs.
Teaching was, and continues to be, 
his passion. Dr. Dorner has taught a 
required course in clinical pathology 
to second semester VM2 students since 
1969. He has also taught an elective 
course in clinical pathology to seniors. 
A student described him as, “A model 
teacher. If everyone cared about the 
students as much as he does, the cur­
riculum would be 10 times easier and 
more effective.”
He has received a number of teaching 
honors during his career. He is a four­
time recipient of the Norden 
Outstanding Teacher Award.
In 1992, he won the UIUC 
Campus Award for Excellence 
in Graduate and Professional 
Teaching. He received the 
1993 College of Veterinary
Dr. Ken Todd Retires from the College
DR KENNETH S. TODD, JR., professor 
and head of the Department of Vet­
erinary Pathobiology at the college, 
retired effective January 1, 1994.
He leaves behind a legacy of 
parasitology research and other 
accomplishments. Dr. Todd did his 
undergraduate and MS work at 
Montana State University, then 
received his PhD degree in parasit­
ology from Utah State University 
in 1967. Upon completion of that 
degree, he accepted a position on 
the University of Illinois College 
of Veterinary Medicine faculty.
He taught a variety of parasitology 
courses at the college, and other 
courses on campus, and became known 
internationally for his research in 
parasitology as well. He won the 
Beecham Award for Research Excel­
lence in 1985 for his studies on coc- 
cidia in mice. These studies provided 
the framework for work on molecular 
mechanisms of target cell recognition.
He advised numerous graduate 
students and boasts a list of over 300 
publications in his career. He was se­
lected chairman of the college’s para­
sitology division in 1983.
In 1984, Dr. Todd was 
appointed assistant head of 
veterinary pathobiology. He was 
acting head from 1988-1990, and 
accepted the position as head of the 
department in 1990. From 1990-1991, 
he served as acting director of the 
Diagnostic Laboratory. He also served 
as director for the Center for Human 
Ecology on campus, which later 
evolved into the Institute for 
Environmental Studies.
He is a member of numerous 
professional societies, including the 
American Association of Veterinary
Medicine Teaching Award 
for Excellence. The AVMA 
presented him with the 
Award for Teaching Ex­
cellence in Basic Science 
and he was listed among 
the Top 10 faculty mem­
bers in the United States 
by the Department of 
Agriculture.
“I’m proud of the pos­
itive relationships I’ve 
had with the students and graduate 
students,” says Dr. Dorner. “I always 
wanted them to know that someone 
was here to listen to their personal 
and professional problems.”
Dr. Dorner has been involved with 
OTS, the professional veterinary 
fraternity. He served as an advisor 
for over 20 years. He notes that Illi­
nois’ OTS chapter was the first vet­
erinary fraternity to admit females. 
“OTS has always provided students 
with an organized place to relax, un­
wind, and get to know faculty on a 
personal basis.”
Dr. Dorner is leaving his retire­
ment options wide open. Several of­
fers to do consultant work have drawn 
his attention. He also plans to play a 
lot of golf and enjoy his hobbies. He 
wants to spend time with his two 
sons, Joe and Kurt. Dr. Dorner and 
his wife, Marianne, were married 35 
years. She died last year.
“I’m looking forward to having 
emeriti status,” says Dr. Dorner.
See page 8 for information on Dr. Dorner's 
retirement program.
Parasitologists, the American 
Heartworm Society, the American 
Society of Parasitologists, and the 
Conference of Research Workers 
in Animal Disease. He was selected 
to the Phi Sigma, Sigma Xi, Phi 
Zeta, and Gamma Sigma Delta 
honor societies.
Dr. Todd plans to spend his 
retirement in Montana where he 
will continue to be involved in 
professional activities.
See page 8 for information on Dr. Todd's 
retirement banquet.
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Executive Vet Program Expands 
to Serve Equine Practitioners
B Y  K IM B E R L Y  M E E N E N
Attention equine practitioners! There’s a new continuing edu­cation program on the horizon to help 
you meet the challenges of the evolv­
ing equine industry.
Based on the success of its first 
two Executive Veterinary Programs 
(EVP) in Swine Health Management, 
the College of Veterinary Medicine 
at the University of Illinois is offer­
ing an EVP in Eqmne Practice Man­
agement. It will begin in September 
1994. Equine pracj 
couraged to enroll 
EVP is a series 
interdisciplinary cei 
designed to strengtl 
management, and 
veterinarians. E1 
two-year period 
three-day modules, 
al full-time graduaj 
format allows vetei 
tain their employm] 
other areas.
According to Dr. 
ordinator of the Eqi 
ing committee of 
veterinarians, and 
dustry representati 
the content of this 
committee provide! 
able input on potem 
instructors, and foi 
Committee meml 
executive director 
Association of Equ: 
says, “I can hardly 
siasm for the Exe 
Program at the Unr 
The first modu]
September 14-16, 
rent look at the hi 
teach computer usaj 
computer novices in the group, a 
computer orientatiq® will be 
September 12-13.
Module themes 
cation, practice manj 
ics, marketing, rej 
issues, horse equipi 
evaluation, and epi 
pants will be required 
assigned work and outside readings 
between modules. In addition, each 
participant will contribute to a major 
group project thatpmtegrates con­
cepts from several Biodules.
Enrollment is limited to 42 partici­
pants. Individuals interested in enroll­
ing must have a DVM degree with at 
least two years of experience. Access 
to an IBM compatible computer, phone 
modem and fax machine is also recom­
mended. Modules are offered in a con- 
tinuing education format and use the | 
interdisciplinary resources of the Uof I 
and invited specialists.
For more details about the Equine 
EVP, contact Dr. R.D. Scoggins or 
Dr. Kristi Arndt Green at (217)333- 
2907. W
Diagnostic Lab Gets Im proved 
Inform ation-M anagem ent System
STREAMLINED AND RESPONSIVE describes the new computer informa­
tion-management system that the college’s Diagnostic Laboratory 
recently acquired. With the new system, laboratory submissions will 
be tracked and evaluated more easily and efficiently.
The Vetstar Animal Disease Diagnostic System (VADDS) will 
handle all the information for cases that are submitted to the 
Diagnostic Laboratory. The Diagnostic Laboratory’s existing 
information system (MUMPS) is outdated, slow, and doesn’t offer as 
many features as VADDS.
The college has signed on to the VADDS program as a “beta-test 
site,” meaning the product is still in development. Beta-test sites 
will provide feedback about bugs in the system and suggest ways to 
improve the program. Other VADDS beta-test sites are Washington 
State and South Dakota.
According to Janice Skorstad, research programmer for the Diag­
nostic Laboratory, the system promises to be very responsive to 
veterinarians’ needs. She is working with Gwen Van Gompel, vis­
iting research programmer at the college, along with Darlene 
Chirolas, who is on loan from the Computer-based Education Re­
search Laboratory (CERL) on campus, to implement VADDS.
VADDS will generate client reports, as well as provide the ability 
to perform extensive searches for specific data. The system provides 
accounting capabilities, although currently the university handles 
all accounting.
Case results will be very accessible. Doctors at the college will be 
able to view test results via their office computers and compile a final 
report from the information on their computer screen. Similarly, 
clinicians will be able to log onto their computers to verify whether 
a particular test has been completed.
In addition, practitioners with modems will be able to access 
submitted test results. VADDS will also include the capability of 
having final reports automatically faxed to clients who request this.
Eventually, the system will be interfaced directly with laboratory 
equipment such as the Sensititre and the chemistry analyzer. As 
soon as tests have been completed, the results will be automatically 
sent to VADDS, eliminating the need for laboratory personnel to 
enter results manually.
Also on the horizon is the introduction of bar codes to replace the 
colored tape and handwritten numbers which are currently used to 
identify specimens. Embedded in this bar code will be the accession 
number, source of the submission, the date of arrival, what tests 
need to be run, etc.
These bar-coded samples will be routed to specific laboratories, 
where laboratory personnel will scan the code and determine im­
mediately which sample they’re handling and what tests to run. 
Personnel will also be able to use the bar codes to track specimens 
and provide feedback on where they are at a given moment.
Future enhancements also include an inventory module which 
will enable the laboratories to monitor their supplies. For example, 
when a test that uses a particular kit has been completed, VADDS 
will automatically decrease the inventory amount for that kit.
VADDS will greatly expand the Diagnostic Laboratory’s informa­
tion-management capabilities because it utilizes the most current 
technology. VADDS runs on a Hewlett-Packard computer that is 
hooked up to the Internet computer network, providing world-wide 
accessibility. The system operates independently of the college’s 
Banyan network, which means that even if the college’s network 
goes down, VADDS will be unaffected.
The college’s Veterinary Medicine Teaching Hospital (VMTH) 
is looking into the possibility of purchasing Vetstar, a compan­
ion program that tracks clinical procedures. This would allow in­
formation to flow easily between the Diagnostic Laboratory and 
the VMTH.
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Collaboration Yields Innovative 
Approach to Rotavirus Infections
B Y T A N IA B A N A K
Rotaviruses may literally be “on the way out” thanks to a new approach to this long-time swine health problem.For years, researchers have been attempting to develop a vaccine 
against this costly, diarrhea causing organism, to no avail. When 
two researchers at the University of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Urbana combined their fields of expertise, however, 
they came up with an exciting potential solution.
By inoculating the intestines with an excess supply of a molecule 
that the rotavirus is attracted to, they believe they can cause the 
rotavirus to attach to these free-floating molecules. As a result, the 
virus would simply pass out of the host’s intestinal system instead 
of remaining in the gut where it can cause severe diarrheal disease.
Dr. Howard Gelberg, a veterinary pathologist at the college who 
earned his DVM and PhD degrees from Cornell University, had 
been studying the pathogenesis and epidemiology of porcine rota­
virus for several years. But he could only get so far on his own.
He concluded that the next logical step was to isolate the molecule 
on the surface of the intestinal epithelial cell that binds ingested 
virus, resulting ultimately in diarrhea due to destruction of the 
intestinal lining. To do this, he needed to either develop expertise 
in cell membrane biochemistry, or collaborate with someone who 
already had such knowledge.
He ended up finding an expert just down the hall. Dr. Mark 
Kuhlenschmidt, who is also in the veterinary pathobiology depart­
ment and has a PhD background in biochemistry from the Univer­
sity of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, studied cell membrane bio­
chemistry while a post-doctoral fellow at Johns Hopkins University.
Their collaboration has proved extremely valuable. Dr. Gelberg 
knows what’s important in the disease process, and he was able to 
identify the problem. Dr. Kuhlenschmidt, on the other hand, 
knows basic science and chemistry, and therefore had the tools to 
solve the problem.
Both exude praise for the collaborative process. It has proved 
stimulating for them, and in fact has paved the way for them to 
collaborate in other areas as well.
“I know what he’s doing, and understand it, but don’t have to 
be an expert in his field,” Dr. Kuhlenschmidt affirms.
Together, they found that the rotavirus is attracted to a certain 
“flag” molecule in its host’s intestines. In the laboratory, they were 
able to isolate this molecule (a ganglioside), reproduce it, and show 
that when they introduced these “excess” molecules into cultured 
intestinal cells, the rotavirus could be deflected from attaching to 
the cells. It would bind to the excess molecules instead, and theo­
retically pass right out of the system.
Neither scientist has had all the pieces before. Drs. Gelberg and 
Kuhlenschmidt each had part of the puzzle. When they combined 
their clinical and laboratory expertise, a whole new picture emerged. 
They were able to take the problem from basic science to application.
Currently, tests are being run with actual fetal pig intestines 
harvested from pigs in the slaughter plant. Sections of the intes­
tines are surgically xenografted (parts of one animal grafted into 
another animal species) into tissue along the backs of mice which are 
genetically unable to reject foreign tissue. These tiny portions of pig 
intestines function just like a real pig’s. The intestines can be 
manipulated and studied in a controlled laboratory environment. 
In this model system, one fetal pig can provide many identical 
intestinal segments for study, thus saving many pig lives.
Once the intestinal transplants are established, the researchers 
challenge the tissue with rotavirus. They want to see whether 
intestines which receive the binding “flag” molecules will be able to 
resist infection. The rotavirus should simply pass right out with the 
feed because of its attraction to the special molecules in the feed.
If the mouse tests are successful, industry may need to take over 
to develop an inexpensive source of the “receptor-blocking”molecule. 
It’s possible it could be extracted from cow’s milk or some equally 
common product. Or, it could be synthesized. From there, the treated 
feed will need to be tested on animals in the field.
Beyond the agricultural implications of the research, rotavirus 
and similar diseases also cause severe diarrhea in humans. Human 
rotaviruses kill an estimated one million children a year in the 
third world. The protozoan Cryptosporidia, besides being an impor­
tant pathogen of calves, was responsible for many persons becom­
ing hospitalized following the recent contamination of the munici­
pal water supply in Milwaukee by runoff from a dairy. Both dis­
eases are emerging as an important part of the 
AIDS related complex.
Since both rotavirus and cryptosporidiosis affect 
only the young and immunocompromised, it is pos­
sible to target an age-susceptible population of ani­
mals or humans and provide this “receptor therapy” 
as a feed additive.
While both Drs. Gelberg and Kuhlenschmidt had suc­
cessful research programs prior to their collabora­
tion, together they have generated extensive 
extramural support for their collaborative studies 
with rotavirus and Cryptosporidia. Agencies support­
ing their research include the United States and 
Illinois Departments of Agriculture, the Biotech­
nology Research Development Corporation, and 
private industry. ■■
Research Projects 
Funded Between July 
and Decem ber 1993
Drs. Howard Gelberg (right) and Mark 
Kuhlenschmidt discuss data obtained from 
a High Performance Liquid Chromatography 
(HPLC) apparatus.
GENERAL
Beasley VR, Greenwell M, Brown LE, Nichols DK,
Chicago Zoological Society. $15,000, "Assessment 
and Health Status of Cricket Frogs (Acris crepitans) and 
Environmental Quality in Areas of Abundant and 
Reduced Populations.”
Clarkson RB, Illinois Clean Coal Institute, $94,315, 
“VHF-EPR Quantitation and Speciation of Organic 
Sulfur in Coal.”
Cox DK, USA CERL, $37,932, “Research Federal 
Environmental Statutes for Development of Abstracts."
Docampo R, Moreno SNJ, World Health Organization, 
$19,000, “Trypanothione Peroxidase-trypanothione 
Reductase of Trypanosoma cruzi."
Eurell TE, US Air Force, $59,146, “A Comparative Study 
Regarding the Association of Alpha-2u Globulin with 
the Nephrotoxic Mechanism of Certain Petroleum-based 
Air Force Fuels.”
Foley GL. Sherman GB, Milwaukee County Zoo, $4,800, 
“Morphologic Characterization of the Rhinoceros 
Reproductive Tract."
Hungerford LL, Illinois Department of Conservation,
$16,100, “Evaluation of Two Footholding Devices for 
Capturing Coyotes."
Isaacson RE, USDA/National Research Initiative 
Competitive Grants Program, $240,000, “Virulence 
Factors of Enterotoxigenic Escherichia coli.”
Sherman GB, Lund L, Morris Animal Foundation, $29,240, 
“Characterization of Rhinoceros Luteotrophic
Gonadotrophins}.”
Sisson DD, ACVIM, $6,284, “Gift in Support of the 
Companion Animal Pacemaker Program.”
Taylor GD, Morton DG, Thulin JD, Northern Illinois 
University, $6,000, “Northern Illinois University 
Laboratory Animal Medicine and Welfare Consultation.”
Tripathy DN, USDA/Regional Research Funds, $14,000, 
“Pathogenesis, Epizootiology and Control of Avian 
Respiratory Diseases (NC116).”
Tripathy D, Schering-Plough Corporation, $120,302, 
“Respiratory Infections of Poultry —  Development
of Vaccines."
Wagner WC.A//W, $22,675,
"Small Instrumentation Program.”
Zachary JF, American College of Veterinary Pathology, 
$97,000, “Editorial Office for Veterinary Pathology."
RUMINANT
Constable PD, Morin DE, USAID/Peace Fellowship,
$11,744, “Treatment of Calf Diarrhea With Low Volume 
Hypertonic Saline-Dextran Solution."
DiPietro JA, Paul AJ, Larry Smith R & D , Inc., $9,390, 
“Protocol 3379, L-653,648/Cattle/Clinical/Dose Con- 
firmation/Endoparasite/lnduced Immature Nematodes.”
DiPietro JA, Paul AJ, Morin DE, American Cyanamid 
Company, $28,981, “Dose Confirmation of the Efficacy of 
Moxidectin Pour-on Against Nematode Infection in Cattle.”
Gelberg HB, Kuhlenschmidt MS, Illinois Department of 
Agriculture, $20,200, “Preliminary Isolation and 
Characterization of a Bovine Enterocyte Receptor for 
Cryptosporidium Parvum Infection.”
Research
Funding
Jackson GL, NIH/Fogarty, $9,123, "Neural Peptides and 
LH Release in the Male."
Jones CJ, Weinzierl RA, USDA/Special Grant, $59,959, 
“Integrated Management of Stable Flies in 
Cattle Feedlots.”
Stahl D, Whitehead T, Cotta M , USDA/National Research 
Initiative Competitive Grants Program, $160,000,
“Model Rumens to Evaluate Response to System 
Changes and Added Microorganisms."
SMALL ANIMAL
Campbell KL, Chambers MD, Davis CA, Morris Animal 
Foundation, $23,402, “The Effect of Potentiated 
Sulfonamides on Thyroid Physiology in the Dog.”
Gerding PA, Ramsey DT, American College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology, $4,600, “Evaluation of Extraocular 
Muscle Myofiber Typing and Protein Analysis of Normal 
and Extraocular Polymyositis-Affected Dogs.”
Krawiec DR, Liposome Company Inc, $34,436,
“Effects of Amphotericin B in a Lipid Complex on 
Nephrotoxicity in Dogs."
Segre M, Greeley E, Ralston Purina Company. $29,400, 
"Cooperative Canine Geriatrics Study.”
Todd KS, Paul AJ, DiPietro JA, Merck Sharp & Dohme 
Res Lab, $4,066, “Ivermectin/Chewable/Cats/CImical/ 
Dose Confirmation (protocol 3723).”
Tranquilli WJ, Abbott Laboratory, $1,451, “Protocol for 
Injectable Formulation 38765: Dose-Response Study 
in Dogs.”
SWINE
Biehl LG, Zinn GM, Upiohn Company, $20,479,
“Swine Feeding Trial.”
Gelberg HB, Kuhlenschmidt MS, Illinois Department of 
Agriculture, $20,000, “Characterization of the Porcine 
Enterocyte Receptor for Group A Rotavirus
Hahn EC, Illinois Department of Agriculture. $22,700, 
“Immunotropism of GL-deleted Pseudorabies Vaccines."
Hahn EC, National Pork Producers Council, $15,000, 
“Pseudorabies Induced Immunosuppression.
Isaacson RE, USDA/NRI, $240,000, “Virulence Factors 
of Enterotoxigenic Escherichia coli."
Isaacson RE, Hungerford LL, Bane DP, National Pork 
Producers Council, $17,500, “Detection and 
Epidemiology of Salmonella in Swine."
Kuhlenschmidt MS, Gelberg HB, USDA/National 
Research Initiative Competitive Grants Program, 
$180,925, “An Enterocyte Receptor for Porcine 
Rotavirus: Structure and Therapeutic Efficacy.”
Kuhlenschmidt MS, Campus Research Board. $10,600, 
“Cloning of the Acid Phosphatase Gene of 
Francisella tularensis."
Weigel RM, Kitron UD, Todd KS, National Pork 
Producers Council, $30,000, “Field Investigation of 
Sources and Modes of Transmission of Toxoplasma 
Infection on Swine."
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Mitzi Williams, head librarian, 
helps Bill Wild, a third-year veterinary 
student, access a database.
Veterinary Medicine Library 
Offers Many Services
B Y  K IM B E R L Y  M E E N E N
H ave you checked out the Veteri­nary Medicine Library lately? Well if you haven’t, you might be sur­
prised at the variety of services of­
fered.
Located on the first floor of the 
college’s Basic Sciences Building, the 
Veterinary Medicine Library holds 
over 41,000 volumes of books and 
journals. The comfortable atmosphere 
allows students to study, view video­
tapes, research materials for class, or 
electronically access libraries on cam­
pus or across the state of Illinois.
“Whether accessing a classic article 
on ultrasound or conducting a comput­
er database search for the most cur­
rent references on feed additives, the 
Veterinary Medicine Library has al­
ways assisted veterinarians with their 
informational needs,” says Mitsuko 
(Mitzi) Williams, head librarian.
Recently, Williams has witnessed 
an increase in the amount of library 
use by veterinarians. The number of 
search requests nearly doubled dur­
ing fiscal year 1993 compared to 
1992. Requests for photocopies of ar­
ticles also jumped. She attributes 
the increases to the addition of a 
swine information fellowship.
In the spring of 1992, the infor­
mation service program added a 
swine information trainee—a veteri­
nary student with an interest in 
swine who receives training in infor­
mation access and management. This 
position was made possible through 
a two-year fellowship sponsored by 
NOBL Laboratories, Inc. The goal 
was to provide swine veterinarians 
with a rapid and inexpensive way of 
accessing quality swine informa­
tion. Third-year veterinary student 
Roxanne Cliff was selected for this 
position which started August 1992. 
Second-year veterinary student 
Sarah Thurber joined the service 
and succeeded Cliff in December.
Cliff grew up on a Hanover, Illinois 
livestock and grain operation. Her 
previous work experience at her high 
school and middle school libraries 
made her an excellent library train­
ee, says Williams. Cliff found the 
experience of assisting veterinarians 
with their information needs quite 
rewarding.
Although the service was initiated 
to provide quality swine information 
to swine veterinarians, it continues to 
serve all veterinarians regardless of 
their practice type. Veterinarians can 
phone, e-mail, or fax in their requests. 
“We get a wide variety of requests 
from as far away as California and 
New Hampshire. The topics range 
from greasy pig disease (Staphylococ­
cus hyicus) to feline mammary 
hyperplasia,” says Cliff. The fees
charged by the service are based on 
a cost recovery principle.
Williams adds, “In our quest for 
references, we commonly access 
three large resources: CAB Interna­
tional’s VET I BEAST CD ROM (back 
to 1973); MEDLINE (back to 1966); 
and Current Contents (for the most 
recent two years). Other databases 
are also searched as appropriate.”
The Library recently added a new 
resource, FOCUS ON: VETERI­
NARY SCIENCE AND MEDICINE, 
a new diskette-based system con­
taining general practice to specific 
research information. This fall, the 
Merck Veterinary Manual will be 
electronically searchable through 
the Macintosh-based program devel­
oped by one of the faculty members, 
Dr. R.D. Smith.
In addition to these resources, the 
students and faculty can also access 
nearly 20 other databases ranging 
from anthropology to veterinary 
medicine through the state-wide 
Illinet Online Plus (10 Plus) system. 
10 Plus allows users to check avail­
ability of books and journals not 
only at UIUC but also at 36 other 
colleges and universities within the 
state. No matter what the institu­
tion, the items with loan periods of 
seven days or more can be checked 
out electronically and sent to the re­
quester in 7 to 10 days. While journal 
volumes are usually not sent, articles 
can be faxed to reach the requester 
within a day if necessary.
“The electronic resources have on 
one hand increased the level of 
information access, yet at the same 
time because of the options avail­
able, these resources have made the 
library more complicated for the 
students,” she says.
To make the library more user 
friendly, Williams offers first-year 
veterinary students orientation ses­
sions. “I familiarize four to five stu­
dents at a time with the library and its 
electronic resources,” says Williams. 
She does the same for new interns, 
residents, and participants in the 
Executive Veterinary Program.
“Despite tough budgetary times, 
donations earmarked for the library 
have allowed us to continue assisting 
veterinarians and students with their 
informational needs,” says Williams. 
For example, gift funds helped pur­
chase 1992 updates for the CAB AB­
STRACTS: VET/BEAST CD ROM. 
Donations are always welcome.
For more information about costs 
and services, call Mitzi Williams 
at (217)333-2193 or fax (217)333- 
9252 .H i
Swine Research ,  Continued from page 1
a fear of latency associated with them. 
There is a risk that the vaccine virus 
itself could become latent and reacti­
vate later under stressful conditions, 
not only making the animal sick but 
possibly transmitting the disease to 
other susceptible animals.
Concern is eliminated with the new 
recombinant vaccine. Dr. Tripathy 
notes, “We’ve taken some genes from 
the pseudorabies virus and inserted 
them in the genome of swine pox, a 
virus which causes a mild skin infec­
tion. Swine pox is a mild disease which 
occurs infrequently.”
According to Dr. Tripathy, recombi­
nant swine pox virus-based vaccines 
capable of protecting against more 
than one disease (polyvalent vaccines) 
can be developed by inserting a specif­
ic gene(s) from another disease-causing 
agent(s).
The process is complicated. A foreign 
gene of interest from the disease-caus­
ing agent must be inserted into the 
swine pox virus in such a way that this 
modification does not affect the repli­
cative capabilities of the virus. To 
achieve this, initially a non-essential 
region of the parent virus genome is 
identified. By careful molecular ma­
nipulation, a foreign gene is inserted 
into the middle of this non-essential 
segment of DNA.
In
Memoriam
Dr. Marcus L. 
Brown, Jr., 59,
died on December 
5, 1993. A 1958 
graduate of the 
University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine, Dr. Brown had 
his own practice in Fairfield, 111. His 
wife, Ivani, and a daughter and three 
sons survive.
Dr. Deam Ferris, who served as a 
professor at the veterinary college 
from 1958-1972, passed away on De­
cember 8,1993 at home. He was living 
in Independence, Missouri. He is 
survived by his wife, Merle, who 
requests that memorials be made to 
the Deam Hunter Ferris Scholarship 
Fund at Graceland College, 700 
College Ave., Lamoini, IA 50140.
As the newly-inserted DNA seg­
ment is reintroduced into the repli­
cating parent swine pox virus, the 
foreign DNA becomes a permanent 
part of the genome of the parent vi­
rus by process of recombination. The 
resulting progeny virus carrying the 
foreign gene is selected, purified and 
amplified.
Dr. Tripathy is now waiting to see 
if commercial companies will show 
interest in this new vaccine.
Funds for his research were pro­
vided by the Biotechnology Research 
Development Corp. in Peoria, 111.
Swine pox virus affects only swine, 
so there is no danger of infecting oth­
er animals or humans with recombi­
nant swine pox virus. In addition, 
only part of the total genome of 
pseudorabies virus was used. Never­
theless, Dr. Tripathy and his collab­
orators conducted animal experi­
ments at the University cf Illinois’ 
new Plant and Animal Biotechnology 
Laboratory because of its isolation 
facilities.
Now that the recombinant swine 
pox virus vaccine has been shown to 
protect against pseudorabies, the re­
searchers will work on putting genes 
from other disease-causing organ­
isms (pathogens) in with the swine 
pox virus.■■
Dr. Maynard Lee Massa, a 1962 
graduate of the college, died on 
October 14, 1993, after a short ill­
ness. He had practiced in Fairview 
Heights, 111. His wife, Sara, survives.
Dr. Stephanie (Koelling)
Uhland, 56, who had practiced 
in Ashland, 111., died on January 15, 
1994. She graduated in 1962, and 
was married to Dr. Fred Uhland, 
a 1961 graduate of the veterinary 
college. He survives. Also surviving 
is their son, Dr. Carl Uhland,
1990, of Jacksonville, 111., and 
two daughters. Memorial gifts 
may be given to Berea Christian 
Church or the Ashland Volunteer 
Fire Department.
6 V ete rin ary  R eport/S pring  1994
■ Dr. A1 Griffiths, 1956, Urbana, 
111., has been elected president of 
the Eastern Illinois Veterinary 
Medical Association. All the other 
officers of the group are either 
Illinois alumni or faculty as well. 
They include Dr. Ken Welle, 1988, 
Champaign, 111., president-elect;
Dr. Tom Eurell, Urbana, 111., 
associate professor of veterinary 
biosciences, immediate past presi­
dent; and Dr. Delores Lipton, 1979, 
Urbana, 111., secretary-treasurer.
■ Dr. Don Ferlicka, 1960, has 
retired after serving as Montana’s 
state veterinarian for 10 years.
The state veterinarian is responsible 
for disease control in livestock. Mon­
tana became a brucellosis-free state 
the year after Dr. Ferlicka took his 
post. Developing methods of dealing 
with the brucellosis issue and tuber­
culosis in game farm animals were 
his biggest challenges.
■ Dr. Roseann Pellegrino 
Marshall, 1966, recently received 
the 1994 National Institute for Staff 
and Organizational Development 
(NISOD) Excellence
«
 Award recognizing her 
outstanding contribu­
tions to teaching and 
learning. Dr. Marshall, 
who resides in Anderson, 
South Carolina, is the 
/  j|j Veterinary Technology 
department head at 
Tri-County Technical College, 
Pendleton, South Carolina.
In addition, she was named 
Outstanding Educator of the 
Year at the annual South 
Carolina Technical Educa­
tion Association (SCTEA) 
in February 1993.
■ Dr. Stephen Fisher, 1974, 
recently purchased Archer 
Animal Hospital in the 
Brighton Park area of Chicago.
The hospital will be managed 
by another Illinois graduate,
Dr. Robert Reschke, 1988.
■ Dr. Stephen F. Sundlof, 1980, 
an associate professor at the Uni­
versity of Florida, Gainesville, has 
been selected as the director of the 
Food and Drug Administration’s 
Center for Veterinary Medicine 
(CVM) in Washington, D.C., pending 
approval by Congressional commit­
tee. In his new position, he hopes to 
streamline the approval process so 
more veterinary drugs are available. 
The more approved drugs there are, 
the less potential there is for mis­
use, which addresses food safety 
issues. Dr. Sundlof is a PhD and 
Diplomate of the American Board 
of Veterinary Toxicology.
■ Dr. Nancy Cole, 1982, has been 
selected to the American Association 
of Equine Practitioners’ Board of 
Directors. She has been in private 
practice at Arnold & Sautter, PSC 
in Lexington, Kentucky since 1984.
Veterinary
REPORT
■ Dr. Deb Mitchell, 1983, obtained 
her certification in veterinary acupunc­
ture from the International Veterinary 
Acupuncture Society in the spring of 
1993. She is one of three Chicago-area 
veterinarians so certified. In the sum­
mer of 1993, she opened her own 
practice in Schaumburg, 111. Knollwood 
Hospital for Pets serves both as a gen­
eral small animal practice and a re­
ferral center for veterinary acupuncture. 
In the fall, Dr. Mitchell resumed 
editorship of the Bulletin of the 
Association for Women Veterinarians.
■ Dr. Denise M. Lindley, 1985, 
has moved to Elgin, 111. to pursue 
a full-time referral ophthalmology 
practice in the Chicago area. She is 
president and staff ophthalmologist of 
Animal Eye Consultants in Crestwood, 
111., with an office in Elgin as well. 
Prior to the move, she served on the 
faculty at Purdue University School 
of Medicine for four years.
■ Windsor Veterinary Clinic, PC, 
owned and operated by Dr. Robin 
Downing, 1986, was accredited in 
January 1994 as a member hospital of 
the American Animal Hospital Associ­
ation (AAHA). Accreditation by AAHA 
is a voluntary process which involves 
adherence to a rigorous set of standards 
for the practice of veterinary medicine.
The Class of 1960 held a reunion in 
September 1993 in Bishop Hill, III.
■ Dr. Karen Hayes, 1989, recently 
opened Countryside Animal Hospital 
for small animals in Waupaca, 
Wisconsin. Her husband, Phil, who 
is a carpenter, will use the other half 
of the building as a cabinet and wood­
working shop. Prior to her move, Dr. 
Hayes practiced in Charleston, 111.
I N  T H E  S P O T L I G H T
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Dr. Jo Ann Eurell Devotes _ 
Time and Talent to Pet Visitation 
Programs, Teaching
B Y  K IM B E R L Y  M E E N E N
Dr. Jo  Ann Eurell poses with 
her Shetland sheepdog,
Dakotah.
(Photo by Lil Morales)
Two evenings a month, Dr.Jo Ann Eurell, associate professor of morphology, and her 
Shetland sheepdog, Dakotah, 
visit the residents of the 
Champaign County Nursing 
Home. She and Dakotah are 
among 12 volunteers who partic­
ipate in a pet visitation program 
called Pets Are Wonderful. The pro­
gram was initiated in September 1992 
by Dr. Eurell and Jean Haley, a horticul­
ture researcher at the university.
Dr. Eurell, who came to the College of Veterinary Medicine in the fall of 1986, 
doesn’t mind volunteering her time or her pet for worthy causes. In addition to the 
personal satisfaction she gets from the Pets Are Wonderful program, Dr. Eurell gets 
a first-hand opportunity to study the benefits of the human-animal bond.
“Pet visitation programs offer many benefits,"explains Dr. Eurell. “Pets can fill 
a void that may be missing in a resident’s life. Pets can also serve as a link to a resi­
dent’s past. Normally, residents will talk to the pet first, the handler second. Strok­
ing or walking the animal can also provide residents with limited motor exercises.” 
Pets Are Wonderful isn’t the only pet visitation program that benefits from Dr. 
Eurell’s expertise. PETS FOR VETS, a project still in its early stages, will bring pets 
and war veterans together through scheduled visits at the Hines Veterans Affairs 
Hospital in Hines, Illinois. PET FOR VETS is sponsored by Hines, Loyola Univer­
sity Stritch School of Medicine, and the college.
Pet visitation projects are just one facet of Dr. Eurell’s work. She teaches his­
tology and developmental anatomy to veterinary students at the college. She is the 
developmental anatomy course leader and helped reorganize Histology/Embryol- 
ogy I and II into Veterinary Histology and Veterinary Developmental Anatomy. 
This change went into effect in the fall semester of 1992. She also helps Ron 
Eltzeroth, associate professor of morphology, teach an elective course in grief 
management.
(Continued on page 8)
■ Dr. Arlin B. Rogers, 1990, has 
been accepted into the combined 
pathology residency/PhD program 
at Colorado State University begin­
ning July 1, 1994. He will pursue 
training in anatomic pathology 
and infectious disease research.
The Class of 1963 held a reunion on Friday, October 8, 1993 
at Ned Kelly’s Steakhouse in Urbana, III.
■ The Chicago Veterinary Medical 
Association (CVMA) held its annual 
installation meeting on January 
29, 1994. Its new officers include 
Dr. Larry M. Fox, 1968, presi­
dent; Dr. Marla Minuskin, 1985, 
president-elect; Dr. Ed McGinniss, 
1984, secretary; Dr. Donna 
Alexander, treasurer; and 
Dr. Glenn Mayer, 1977, past 
president. One of their ISVMA 
representatives is Dr. Bruce 
Kramer, 1973. Alumni who 
serve on the board include Dr. 
JohnCiribassi, 1984; Dr. Greg 
Greiner, 1982; Dr. Dennis 
Macchia, 1977; Dr. Sam Ristich, 
1984; Dr. Judy Rae Swanson, 
1977; and Dr. Tom Wake, 1977.
The CVMA presented several 
awards during the banquet.
Dr. Roger Mahr received the 
CVMA Merit Award, Dr. Jack 
Dinsmore received the CVMA 
Lifetime Service Award, and attor­
ney Norman Block received the 
CVMA Presidential Service Award.
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Eurell Spotlight, Continued from page 7
Dr. Eurell says she enjoys interacting with stu­
dents and helping them learn. Her dedication is 
evident. In 1990, she was awarded the UIUC Cam­
pus Award for Excellence in Graduate and Profes­
sional Teaching. Her name can also be found on the 
“Incomplete List of Teachers Ranked as Excellent 
by Their Students.”
Dr. Eurell is constantly searching for innovative 
ways to teach. Through a research project funded 
by IBM, she is designing a multi-media instructional 
program, complete with text and atlas, that will illus­
trate the three-dimensional development of embryos.
“We’re reconstructing the twisting and turning 
that occurs so that students can see the real thing 
happen over time,” says Dr. Eurell. “I’ve really had to 
put my anatomical training to work to create these 
models.” The program target date is fall 1994.
A native of Indiana, Dr. Eurell says she developed 
a real interest in animals and their well-being as a 
young girl. “I attended a summer science camp, 
similar to the college’s minority student program, 
and that sealed my career choice.”
She earned her DVM degree from Purdue Uni­
versity. She received her MS in veterinary anatomy 
from Purdue and then completed her PhD at Texas 
A&M University in veterinary anatomy. She went 
on to accept a position as an adjunct assistant profes­
sor in metabolism at the University of Florida. One 
year later, she became an assistant professor of an­
atomy with a joint appointment in veterinary radiol­
ogy at Florida. Before coming to Illinois, she served 
as assistant professor of anatomy at the Hahnemann 
University School of Medicine in Philadelphia.
Dr. Eurell has two Shetland sheepdogs (both are 
Delta Society Pet Partner dogs and show in confor­
mation and obedience), one Labrador retriever, and 
two birds. She is married to Dr. Tom Eurell, associate 
professor in toxicology. They have one son, Aaron. 
They enjoy sailing and snorkeling. Dr. Eurell is also 
a member of the Champaign-Urbana Spinners and 
Weavers Guild and the International Old Lacers. 
She spins and weaves wool and other fibers, sews and 
makes lace. H i
Dr. Lloyd Helper (left), 1955, accepts a 
wood carving done by Dr. A l Day, 1961, 
from Dr. Wes Osthus (right), 1963.
The carving was presented on behalf 
of the Eastern Illinois Veterinary Medical 
Association (EIVMA) during their 
December 8, 1993 meeting. The EIVMA 
wanted to commemorate Dr. Helper’s 
service to veterinary medicine on 
the occasion of his retirement from the 
veterinary college.
The Upjohn Co. presented a $1,000 check to the 
Illinois Student Chapter of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association (SCA VMA) on 
November 18, 1993. Posed with an Upjohn sign 
are, from left to right: David Berg, Upjohn Sales 
Specialist; Marvin Wilke, third-year veterinary 
student and president of SC A VMA; 
Chuck Barrier, Upjohn District Sales Manager; 
Lisa Douglas, third-year veterinary student and 
SCAVMA secretary; and Dr. Joe Dorner, Office of 
Academic and Student Affairs.
Farewell Reception 
Planned for 
Dr. Joseph Dorner
After 25 years of service to the College of Veterinary 
Medicine at the University of Illinois, Dr. Joseph L. Dorner 
will retire May 29,1994. The college is planning a fare­
well retirement reception and program in Dr. Dorner’s 
honor. Scheduled for June 11, 1994 at the Krannert 
Center for the Performing Arts in Urbana, the event will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. and feature a reception and hors 
d’oeuvres buffet, “roast” program, and dance/social. 
Cost is $20 per person. Watch your mail for an invitation!
In the meantime, please write a letter filled with your 
memories and/or anecdotes of Dr. Dorner and send it 
to the address below for inclusion in an album. In addi­
tion, if you have humorous or memorable slides or photos 
of Dr. Dorner, please send them to the address below. 
We will copy them for inclusion in the album or “roast” 
and return them promptly. For more information contact 
Dr. Wally Hoffman at (217)333-5370.
Gift donations are also being accepted. Make checks 
payable to "The University of Illinois" and send to: Dr. 
Dorner Farewell Retirement, c/o Linda Thorman, U of 
I College of Veterinary Medicine, 3505 VMBSB, 2001 
S. Lincoln, Urbana, IL 61801.
Retirement Banquet 
and Program Set for 
Dr. Ken Todd
Dr. Ken Todd, head of the veterinary pathobiology 
department, retired on January 1,1994. In honor of his 
26 years of service, the Department of Veterinary 
Pathobiology at the University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine has scheduled a reception, ban­
quet and “roast” on July 15, 1994 at Jumer’s Castle 
Lodge in Urbana. Tickets are $20 per person and should 
be purchased by July 1. Special room rates are avail­
able for out-of-town guests. Ticket and room information 
is available from Carla Manuel at 217/333-2449  
(FAX 217/333-4628).
During the retirement program, Dr. Todd will be hon­
ored and “roasted” by his students, colleagues and 
friends. If you have humorous or memorable slides or 
photos of Dr. Todd, please send them to the address 
below. An album filled with your memories and/or an­
ecdotes of Dr. Todd will be presented to him that night. 
Please send your letters and messages to the address 
below. Materials will be copied and incorporated into the 
album or the program.They will be returned promptly.
We also plan to present Dr. Todd with a gift from his 
current and former students, colleagues and friends. 
Cash contributions would be appreciated. Make checks 
payable to “The University of Illinois” and send to: Dr. 
Todd Retirement Party, c/o Carla Manuel, U of I College 
of Veterinary Medicine, 2001 S. Lincoln, Urbana, IL 
61801.
• Valerie Schoen, first-year veterinary student, 
has been selected as a Waltham/Kal Kan class re­
presentative. She receives a stipend in exchange for 
working with Waltham to identify areas where 
they can provide assistance to students and helping 
to promote Waltham name recognition at the school.
• Dr. Phil Solter, graduate student in veterinary 
clinical pathology, received the C.L. Davis Founda­
tion Student Scholarship Award during the Ameri­
can College of Veterinary Pathologists (ACVP) 
meeting held in San Antonio, Texas from December 
5-10, 1993. The award, consisting 
of a plaque, is given to graduate 
students or residents selected 
by their department for their out­
standing achievement and charac­
ter. Each veterinary school selects 
an individual to receive this 
award.
• Dr. Robert Twardock, professor of veterinary 
biosciences and division chairperson of nuclear 
medicine at the college, will be on sabbatical until 
June 30, 1994. He will spend six months working 
at the College of Veterinary Medicine at the 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences in 
Uppsala, Sweden.
Dr. Twardock will conduct research with 
Dr. Peter Lord, head of the clinical radiology 
department in Uppsala. They plan to investigate 
methods of improving diagnostic information ob­
tained from scintigraphy of blood flow distribution 
and ventilation in the equine lung.
• Dr. Louise Abbott, assistant professor of vet­
erinary biosciences, was recently chosen to receive 
the Clinical Investigator Award from the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH). Sponsored by NIH’s 
National Institute of Neurological Disorder and 
Stroke, Bethesda, Maryland, the award will pay 
her salary for five years plus provide an annual 
research allowance to study cerebellar function.
Dr. Abbott has been looking at cerebellar func­
tion in a colony of “tottering” mice, which have a 
genetic defect which causes seizures. Currently, 
she is on sabbatical in France, learning to use 
electron microscopy to study certain anatomical 
aspects of these mice. She hopes to pinpoint what 
causes their seizures.
The Clinical Investigator Award is a national 
competitive award.
• Papers submitted by fourth-year veterinary stu­
dents, Tim Allard and Jim Lowe, are among five 
winning entries chosen by the American Associa­
tion of Swine Practitioners (AASP) for its recent 
student treatise competition.
Allard and Lowe will present their papers dur­
ing the AASP annual meeting March 5-8, 1994 in 
Chicago. Each student will receive a cash award.
“Performance of PIC Camborough Blue vs. 
Camborough 15 Females in an Intensive Outdoor 
Swine Production Unit” is the title of Allard’s en­
try. Lowe’s paper is entitled, “Weaned Pig Perfor­
mance in an Outdoor Swine Production Facility: 
Effect of Temperature and Precipitation.”
Veterinary students from around the country 
submitted papers for the competition. The papers 
were judged by a committee of AASP members. 
The three other winners hail from the University 
of Wisconsin and Cornell University.
• Margaret (Polly) Clabaugh, research technol­
ogist II with the Office of Laboratory Animal Care 
at the college, recently was named “Technologist of 
the Year” by the Central Illinois branch of the 
American Association for Laboratory Animal Science.
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